
University of Texas at Austin Ecologist Licenses  
Resource-Saving Turfgrass to Bladerunner Farms to Develop Sod 
 
A mixture of native grasses that requires less maintenance to produce a lush lawn than a traditional 
turfgrass used in the South has been developed by a University of Texas at Austin ecologist and licensed 
to a sod producer.  

Known as HabitufTM, the native lawn mix was developed by the Ecosystem Design Group of the 
university’s Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center. The university has given a 10-year, nonexclusive 
license for Habiturf to Bladerunner Farms of Poteet, Texas.  

Mark Simmons, Ecosystem Design Group (EDG) director, began studying the turfgrass alternative in 
2007. He did so out of concern homeowners in the Southwest and elsewhere were abandoning lawns 
because certain grass varieties can be resource-intensive. Commercial and private lawns in the U.S. 
currently use more water, fertilizers and chemicals than any single agricultural crop.  

 “Traditional lawns rely on one grass species to survive in changing conditions,” Simmons said. “By 
developing an ecologically stable turfgrass that mimics nature, we can help keep lawns a viable option as 
water and other resources become more precious.” 

Habiturf uses a combination of grasses that occur naturally in Texas and Midwestern states where prairies 
once were common. It is expected to become available as sod in spring 2014.  

In research published in 2011, the EDG showed that a combination of buffalograss and six other native 
grass species could produce a uniform carpet of lawn that stayed 20 percent thicker into the summer than 
bermudagrass (a nonnative species commonly used as a monoculture in the South).  

The thicker native grass mixture also developed half as many dandelions in the study as bermudagrass 
and buffalograss. A healthy Habituf lawn should thus require less herbicide to maintain. “Once a native 
grass system is established, it is self-maintaining compared to many traditional lawn species,” Simmons 
said.  

The improved performance reflects what Simmons has found in studying grasslands on three continents: 
Different grass species perform different biological roles when combined, assisting one another to thrive. 

The licensed Habiturf sod will incorporate at least three of the best-performing grass species from the 
2011 study published in Ecological Engineering: buffalograss, curly mesquite and blue grama. The sod is 
expected to establish faster than Habiturf that is currently available from seed.  

The native grass species in Habiturf have evolved to survive drought that is typical in prairies of Texas, 
Arizona, New Mexico and Oklahoma. As a result, the sod will be able to go dormant and brown, and then 
recover after winter weather or periods of reduced watering as many municipalities enforce irrigation 
restrictions. 

Because of such benefits, Habiturf has been installed on 8 acres of the George W. Bush Presidential 
Center in Dallas. And it is expected to handle weather conditions in the four states where it will initially 



be grown. 
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Since that 2011 study, the EDG has learned from Habiturf plots at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower 
Center and from homeowners who have sown a Habiturf lawn from seed that it does better with less 
frequent mowing than bermudagrass lawns. “These grass species are bison-adapted species, and because 
they’re used to grazing and low nutrients, they don’t grow as fast,” Simmons said. “That means 
homeowners don’t have to mow Habiturf except three or four times a year.”  

Simmons noted that the resulting lawn would have a “shag pile carpet” effect where the blades of grass 
fold over on one another. However, homeowners can mow a Habiturf lawn to 2 inches to keep a 
traditional look.  

“We are proud to be affiliated with the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in producing Habiturf for 
use in regions where it will do the most good — areas that need a drought-resistant lawn that stands up to 
environmental pressures but still looks great,” said David Doguet, president of Bladerunner Farms. “We 
expect to have sod ready for installation by the spring.” 

Learn more about the Wildflower Center’s HabiturfTM at: http://www.wildflower.org/habiturf. To 
interview Simmons or obtain Habiturf images, contact Barbra Rodriguez at brodriguez@wildflower.org 



or 512-232-0105. To interview David Doguet, contact Bladerunner Farms at 830-276-4455 or 
info@bladerunnerfarms.com. To learn more about Bladerunner Farms, visit: www.bladerunnerfarms.com  

 

About the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center 

The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center of The University of Texas at Austin is a 279-acre public 
garden and research center dedicated to increasing the sustainable use and conservation of native 
wildflowers, plants and landscapes. Founded by Mrs. Johnson and actress Helen Hayes in 1982, the 
Wildflower Center brings life to their hope to preserve and expand the beauty and regional identity of 
natural landscapes. The Wildflower Center is a leader in plant conservation and landscape restoration, and 
operates the nation’s largest database about native plants. 

About Bladerunner Farms 

Bladerunner Farms is the world’s largest privately held zoysiagrass and buffalograss research and 
development facility. Current releases include: Zeon Zoysia, L1F Zoysia, Lowrider Zoysia, Y2 Zoysia, 
JaMur Zoysia, Density Buffalograss and Eco Buffalograss. Bladerunner works in conjunction with the 
University of Georgia to conduct research. Grasses are licensed west of the Mississippi by Doguet 
Ventures, east of the Mississippi by The Turfgrass Group. Bladerunner Farms is headquartered in Poteet, 
Texas, just south of San Antonio. 830-276-4455, info@bladerunnerfarms.com, 
www.bladerunnerfarms.com  

 


