AT&T Byron Nelson 50th Anniversary
New Grass, Trinity Zoysia, Named for New Course Location, Trinity Forest Golf Club
Sustainability, Environmental Stewardship Combine for
Firm, Fast Surfaces with Lots of Ball Roll
Dallas, Texas, April 5, 2018: It’s all new this year for the 50th Anniversary of the
tournament in recent years known as the AT&T Byron Nelson. A new golf course location,
Trinity Forest Golf Club in Dallas, serves as the new venue. A new grass is on the tees,
fairways and green surrounds, named Trinity Zoysia for the club that was the first in the
world to plant the sustainable grass wall-to-wall. Trinity Forests’ use of this grass
highlights the club’s goal of environmental stewardship. Trinity Zoysia requires less water,
less fertilizer than most other golf turf and the golf course is built on the site of a former
landfill.
The tournament runs May 14-20, 2018, and PGA Tour players, as well as the television
audience at home, get their first look at this links-style course designed by Bill Coore and
former PGA Tour Pro, Ben Crenshaw. Golf Course Superintendent Kasey Kauff oversaw the
grow-in of the golf course and said, if the weather is dry, he expects playing conditions to
be fast, firm and challenging.
“It’s all about the firmness of the grass. If it’s 95 degrees, and there’s wind and no rain, that
grass will dry out and turn brown but that’s the beauty of the grass. We don’t really care
that the grass is uniformly green, that’s not really our philosophy. Our philosophy is it’s
okay to be a little bit brown,” Kauff said. “The cool thing about Trinity Zoysia is we can turn
the irrigation off and we’ve had this stuff so dry before and it bounces right back when we
put the water back on. It’s turned brown before in 100 degrees outside and when we turn
the water on it greens right back.”
This ability to stay fast and firm, even in the harsh, dry Dallas weather, means the grass will
have a direct impact on play. Ball roll on the fairway, for example, could go further
compared to most of the courses on the Tour.
“A lot of golf courses on the Tour reward the guy who hits the ball the furthest. Our course
doesn’t do that. Our course rewards the guy who hits the best second shot, not the best
drive,” Kauff said. “So those guys who hit the ball out there further are now, instead of
hitting a six iron into the green, maybe they’re hitting an eight or a nine iron. So now the
chances of winning are better for most of the field.”
Trinity Zoysia is a fine-textured dwarf variety of zoysiagrass. While in research and
development, the grass was known as L1F Zoysia but was renamed Trinity Zoysia in honor
of Trinity Forest Golf Club, the first golf course in the world to use it wall-to-wall. Trinity

Zoysia is planted on the tees, fairways and green surrounds of Trinity Forest. The course
does not have playable rough, but rather, native waste areas A highly dense turf, Trinity
Zoysia is very tolerant to wear and damage from foot traffic and golf carts. Trinity Zoysia
was developed in Texas by renowned turfgrass breeder David Doguet and the team at
Bladerunner Farms, just south of San Antonio, in Poteet, Texas.
Trinity Zoysia requires very little fertilizer, water and maintenance. With Trinity Zoysia,
less is more.
“The lower the fertility, the better it is at being playable, the better surface we produce. And
with the lower fertility, now we only mow fairways twice a week. And then your fuel
consumption is less, and your labor cost is less.”
Kauff said because Trinity Zoysia requires lower fertility inputs, it is less thatchy, easier to
manage and provides better playability.
Bill Coore echoed Kauff’s statements. When the course was under construction, Coore said
sustainability was a major theme in the design and selection of the grass for the golf course.
“We considered the long term for the best grass we can use to get the playing conditions,
the look we want, and also be sensitive to environmental issues from a resource usage
perspective, meaning water, fertility and chemical usage,” Coore said.
David Doguet, a renowned turfgrass breeder and the president of Bladerunner Farms, is
excited to see his grass featured at the AT&T Byron Nelson 50th Anniversary tournament.
“When Coore & Crenshaw and the ownership group from Trinity Forest decided to use L1F
Zoysia on this project, I knew it would be a good fit. The results have been fantastic. I was
so happy with the results, I decided to honor the project by changing the name of L1F to
Trinity Zoysia. I can't wait to see my grass on TV during the Byron Nelson Golf
Tournament,” Doguet said.
Trinity Zoysia is sustainable, playable and makes for an unique experience at Trinity Forest
Golf Course.
“For championship golf, it is so good. I know when people walk out on our turf from other
clubs, they walk on ours and it’s like, boom,” Kauff said. “Anybody that’s thinking they want
a championship golf course, I don’t think Trinity Zoysia can be matched. I honestly think it’s
better than any turf out there.”
Players and fans have a lot to look forward to at Trinity Forest as this historic tournament
celebrates its 50th Anniversary.

“I think they are going to be excited about playing on this kind of turf. I don’t think they’ll
play on anything firmer than our fairways this year,” Kauff said. “I think everyone is going
to have an opportunity, because the grass is firm.”
ABOUT BLADERUNNER FARMS
Bladerunner Farms is the world’s largest privately held zoysiagrass research and
development facility. Current releases include: Zeon Zoysia, Trinity Zoysia, Tambika, JaMur
Zoysia, Density Buffalograss and Cutlass Zoysia. Bladerunner works in conjunction with the
University of Georgia and Texas A&M University to conduct research. Grasses are licensed
for sod production by Doguet Ventures, and The Turfgrass Group and outside of the U.S. by
Team Zoysia International. Bladerunner Farms is headquartered in Poteet, Texas, just
south of San Antonio. Contact us 830-276-4455, info@bladerunnerfarms.com,
www.bladerunnerfarms.com, on Facebook or Twitter @bladerunnerfarm.
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