
RIO	OLYMPICS	GOLF	TEST	EVENT	HELD,	REVIEWS	OF	
COURSE	ARE	PROMISING	
	
March	9,	2016,	Rio	de	Janeiro,	Brazil:	The	first	official	test	event	for	the	
Olympic	Golf	Course,	ahead	of	play	for	the	2016	Olympic	Games,	was	held	
March	8th	in	Rio.	Reviews	of	the	course	are	promising	for	favorable	
conditions	for	golf’s	return	as	an	Olympic	sport	for	the	first	time	in	112	
years.	
	
“The	course	is	incredible,”	Candy	Hannemann	was	quoted	as	saying.	
Hanneman	played	in	the	test	event,	coming	out	of	retirement	in	hopes	to	
represent	her	country	in	her	hometown	Olympics.	“A	lot	of	strategy	and	
thought	will	go	into	the	rounds.	I	absolutely	loved	it	and	course	designer	Gil	
Hanse	and	his	staff	have	done	an	incredible	job.	Very	impressive.	I	am	very	
proud,	as	a	Brazilian	player,	that	this	incredible	venue	will	host	the	games."	
	
Another	Brazillian	golfer	who	also	played	in	the	event,	Miriam	Nagl,	was	
quoted	as	saying,	"I	never	expected	it	to	be	so	well	developed,”	adding,	“I	
would	say	it's	equal	to	a	good	course	like	the	Doral	in	Miami."	
	
The	Blue	Monster	course	at	Doral	was	recently	redesigned	by	Olympic	Golf	
Course	Architet	Gil	Hanse.	
	
The	Olympic	Golf	Course	is	grassed	on	the	fairways,	tees	and	roughs	with	
Zeon	Zoysia	grass.	
	
The	Olympic	golf	competition	is	scheduled	for	August	5	–	21,	2016	in	Rio.		
	
About	Zeon	Zoysia		

Zeon	Zoysia	is	a	fine-bladed	zoysiagrass	variety	suitable	for	use	on	golf	
courses,	sports	fields	and	lawns.	It	has	low	water	requirements	and	low	
fertilizer	requirements,	drought	tolerance,	salt	tolerance,	shade	tolerance	
and	adapts	to	a	variety	of	soils.	
http://www.bladerunnerfarms.com/bladerunner-farms-grass-	
varieties/zeon-zoysia/		

About	Green	Grass	Brazil		

Green	Grass	is	Brazil’s	premier	producer	of	high-quality	turfgrass	for	golf	



courses,	sports	fields	and	lawns.	The	company	produced	turf	for	soccer	
stadiums	in	the	2014	World	Cup	held	in	Brazil	and	is	currently	grassing	the	
Olympic	Golf	Course	under	construction	for	the	2016	Olympics	in	Rio.	
www.greengrass.com/br		

About	Bladerunner	Farms		

Bladerunner	Farms	is	the	world’s	largest	privately	held	zoysiagrass	and	
buffalograss	research	and	development	facility.	Current	releases	include:	
Zeon	Zoysia,	L1F	Zoysia,	Lowrider	Zoysia,	Y2	Zoysia,	JaMur	Zoysia,	Density	
Buffalograss	and	Eco	Buffalograss,	Cutlass	Zoysia	and	Habiturf.	Bladerunner	
works	in	conjunction	with	the	University	of	Georgia	to	conduct	research.	
Grasses	are	licensed	west	of	the	Mississippi	by	Doguet	Ventures,	east	of	the	
Mississippi	by	The	Turfgrass	Group	and	outside	of	the	US	by	Team	Zoysia	
International.	Bladerunner	Farms	is	headquartered	in	Poteet,	Texas,	just	
south	of	San	Antonio.	830-276-4455,	info@bladerunnerfarms.com	,	
www.bladerunnerfarms.com		
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